School Resource Kit

Central Michigan University
Museum of Cultural and Natural History

Becoming Modern,
1880-1910

Discover a new way of life emerging between
1880 and 1910.
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Introduction

In the time period between 1880 and 1910 new inventions and dis-
coveries were revolutionizing the way that people interacted with their
world. Such inventions as Thomas Edison’s light bulb and the Wright
Brothers’ plane changed people’s concept of the world. It signified the
changing of one way of life, that of hand or manpower, to one of machine
or industrial power. Some of the simplest aspects of living were affected by
these changes.

This kit is intended to familiarize the student with some of the arti-
facts that were typical of most households during the late 1800’s and early
1900’s. As your class studies these artifacts from the Turn of the Century,
we suggest you point out both similarities with modern examples (ie the
light bulb) with the changes that these inventions have gone through
(compact florescent bulbs which last a lot longer).

Included in this kit are: artifacts, images and descriptions, lesson
plan supplements, Michigan Educational Standards as they pertain to this
kit, and an evaluation form to be returned completed with the kit. Artifacts
include: a pair of spectacles, Kerosene Iron, Coffee Mill, a slate board and
a slate pencil, a ladies fan, a medicine bottle, and an reproduction of a tra-
ditional mug and brush for shaving.
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The Care of School Resource Kits

Each School Resource Kit is comprised of authentic, historic artifacts and modern re-
productions. Nevertheless, every item in a kit is meant to be handled or touched,
unless it is sealed in plastic.

There are a few “rules-of-thumb” when it comes to using and caring for a School Re-
source Kit.

Allow people to touch the objects and pass them around, but remind them that some
items are delicate and may break if they are not careful.

If an item is in plastic, please leave it in the plastic. But let students pass the plastic
package around to closely inspect the item.

There are some items in certain kits that may be considered weapons in your school;
be aware of your school’s policy regarding weapons and take appropriate action (i.e.
inform the principal, leave it at home).

Remind students that these items have been specially chosen for “hands on.” In any
museum, items on display should never be touched unless a museum staff member
invites you to touch them.

If an item is damaged, please gather all the pieces into a plastic bag and return it with
the kit.

If you find an item is missing or is damaged, please inform the museum’s student staff
when you return the kit.

Why do we ask you not to touch? The oils, dirt and moisture from your fingertips can
stain textiles and etch metals, permanently changing them. One touch may not seem
like much, but hundreds of touches in a year can wear a hole in a cotton dress or a
notch in a wooden axe handle.

Ask students to look closely at the materials used to make these historic objects; look
at their colors and decorations; feel how light or heavy they are; are they made by
hand or machine; would they have been used by adults or children, women or men?
How would these things be made today? Would we even have use of these items to-
day?



Michigan Educational Standards

Social Studies
Strand |—Historical Perspective

Standard 1.1: Time and Chronology

“All students will sequence chronologically the following eras of American History and
key events within these eras in order to examine relationships and to explain cause
and effect...”

This particular loan kit involves the Time Period “The Turn of the Century (1880—
1910).”

Standard 1.2: Comprehending the Past

“All students will understand narratives about major eras of American and World His-
tory by identifying the people involved, describing the setting, and sequencing the
events.”

This standard can be used with this loan kit by learning about the people that used
these artifacts from autobiographical and biographical statements, learning about in-
ventions that were depended on, and creating a timeline for the development of these
inventions that have adapted to what they are today.

Standard 1.3: Analyzing and Interpreting the Past
“All students will reconstruct the past by comparing interpretations written by others
from a variety of perspectives and creating narratives from evidence.”

Some ideas for using this standard effectively are:

1. Have students write about an invention that they could not live without then
lead discussion towards the importance of the inventions from the Turn of the Century.

2.. Spend a day pretending that none of the inventions from the Turn of the
Century were ever created.

3. After experiencing one day without light, chalk boards, and perhaps even
glasses have each student to write if they would change which invention they could

not live without, and ask what the lack of these inventions in the world would mean .



Artifacts

Slate Board and Slate Pencil
H69.397 Slate Board

A slate board was used instead of paper. Paper was
too valuable and expensive to be used by students.

Each student used a slate board (or shared one) to
do homework or assignments in class.

H73.275a Slate Pencil
A slate pencil was made out of German-made slate.
German-made slate was very similar to chalk. It wrote
by leaving a trail of its particles and was able to be
cleaned away by wiping the board, usually with a brush
similar to a brillo™ pad.

Possible Questions for Students

1. What do we have now instead of slate boards (paper but also white boards) and
slate pencils (purple sparkly pens?) ?

2. What do you think would happen if you put a slate board homework assignment in
your book bag ?
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Artifacts

Milk Bottle

H77.112
Milk and other dairy products were delivered every
morning by the milkman. Because most families
did not have refrigerators milk and dairy products
would spoil within a day. This meant that families
needed fresh deliveries daily.

Milk bottles were reused so households were re-
sponsible for cleaning out the containers them-

selves. The milkman would come and bring full
bottles in return for the empty ones.

Possible Questions for Students
1. How do you get your milk and dairy products?
2. What would you think about re-using the same milk bottles over and over?

3. What other foods would not be available if your family did not have a refrigerator?



Artifacts

Cookie Tin

H77.153a-b
Tin containers were used in order to keep all different
kinds of food fresh. An advantage to tin containers is
that they are reusable.

Containers were sometimes even used as banjos!

Possible Questions for Students
1. What do you use today to keep foods fresh?

2. Are these containers able to be reused or do you throw them away after using
them?



Artifacts

Canning Jar and Lid

H71.486 aandb

This spring-lid type of canning jar was
a common household item. It dates
back to the 1800's.

Canning was important because with

little or no refrigeration foods had to be
kept fresh in alternative ways.

Possible Questions for Students
1. What types of food do we can today?

2. What other types of food do you think that people during the Turn of the Century
canned? (Fish and other meats, vegetables, and spices)
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Artifacts

Medicine Bottle

H70.126

Much of the medicine before and after the
Turn of the Century made glorious claims
about all of the sicknesses, ills and pains
that could be cured by these miracle se-
rums. Instead of going to the store to pick
up cough medicine or ear-ache pills you
would buy one bottle of medicine that
would cure-all.

Unfortunately most of these cure-all miracle
drugs were simply made with alcohol,

sugar and water and had no real medicinal
value.

Possible Questions for Students
1. How many different kinds of medicine do you see when you go to the store?

2. Do you know what ingredients are found in medicine today?
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Artifacts

Spectacles
H69.274

The first spectacles were created in
the late 13th century in ltaly.
Spectacles at this time generally did
not fix an individual’'s eye problems

but instead worked as mini magnify-
ing lenses.

Possible Questions for Students

1. How would your life be different if all that we had were magnifying glasses
(remember your parents, grandparents and friends) ?

2. What do you think people that were far-sighted in the Turn of the Century did?
3. How has eye-wear changed today? (more stylish, contact lenses?)
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Artifacts

Curling lron

H69.286
Curly hair was fashionable. The metal part of the
iron was placed on or near a wood stove in order
to become hot.

Damp hair was then wrapped around the heated
metal producing curls.

It took skill for women to use these. These curl-
ing irons were not very effective, if they were too

hot which singed hair or too cold which did not
curl the hair.

Possible Questions for Students
1. How do curling irons work today?
2. Which type of curling iron (modern or Turn of the Century) would you rather use?

3. Which iron do you think would take more time to prepare and use?
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Artifacts

Kerosene Iron

In the early 1800’s women used heavy cast-
iron irons to press clothing. These were ex-
tremely heavy and bulky and were often
overheated leaving clothes scorched.

The Kerosene in this iron kept the iron at a
fairly steady temperature. Unfortunately the
kerosene fuel in the iron often burst into
flame burning the user. For this reason they
quickly became unpopular.

Possible Questions for Students

. What types of projectors have you seen in school?

. What are the similarities between these projectors? The differences?

. How has the form needed to project the image changed (example: glass slide to
transparency or paper)

. How has image quality changed?
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Artifacts

Coffee Mill

A coffee mill was a common kitchen
object. It ground coffee beans for
brewing.

Possible Questions for Students
. How do your parents grind their beans today. Do they even grind their own beans?

. What are the similarities between these grinders or method (buying at the store)?
The difference?

. What is it like to grind coffee by hand?
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Artifacts

Ladies’ Fan
H69.294

Hand held fans like this one were not only
fashion statements but a necessity. At
The Turn of the Century there was no such
thing as air conditioning and the electric
fan was invented but much too expensive
for the average consumer.

A woman would carry this small personal
fan everywhere from out of doors walks to

a visit at their friends house to create
some relief from the stuffy atmosphere.

Possible Questions for Students

1. How does this method of cooling differ from the way that you cool yourself now?
How is it similar?

2. Imagine what life would have been like without air conditioners and electric meth-
ods of cooling. How would you adjust your life to deal without these inventions?

3. Have children create and use there own personal fan.
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Artifacts

Shaving Mug and Brush

Used by a barber in shops.

Each patron left his own personalized
mug and brush for sanitary reasons.
Often mugs were decorated with the

symbols of civic groups, fraternal or-
ganizations or occupations.

Possible Questions for Students

1. How is this method different than the way that men (and woman) shave today?
How is it similar?

2. What did it feel like to have your face authentically shaved?
3. How much extra time do you think this method would take in the morning as op-

posed to shaving at home?
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Credits

This School Resource Kit was created by:
Kyra Fleming

We acknowledge the use of materials from the following sources:
www.pballew.net

www.eng.cam

www.mimf.com

www.homecookost.nomestead.com

www.cardmine.com

www.allposters.com

www.en.wikipedia.org

http://home.millsaps.edu/mcelvrs/woman_ironing.jpg

Www.vgallery.com

www.costumes.org

www.fotosearch.com

Every effort has been made to find and credit the sources of information, including
copyrighted materials, used in this publication. If a source has been inadvertently

omitted, please contact the Museum of Cultural and Natural History. Any oversights
will be remedied in subsequent printings.

CENTRAL MICHIGAN
UNIVERSITY



School Resource Kit Evaluation Form

Name of Kit;

Kit Use:
____Mid Tier Lesson
____ Student Teaching

____Elementary Classroom (Grade Level )

____ College Classroom Presentation (Class Number )

____High School Classroom (Subject Area )

____ Other ( )

1. Did the kit meet your needs? Yes ___ ; No ___; Comments:

2. Was the kit easy to use and understand? Yes ___ ; No ___ ; Comments:

3. Is there anything not included in this kit that would be useful? Yes  ;No __ ;
Comments:

4. Was the printed guide easy to use and understand? Yes __ ; No ___ ;
Comments:

5. Was the kit in good condition? Yes __ ; No___ ; Comments:

6. Would you use this kit again? Yes ___ ; No___ ; Comments:

7. Would you recommend this kit to a colleague? Yes __ ; No ___ ; Comments:

8. Is there a topic that you would suggest we develop a loan kit for? If yes, please
include your suggestions:

Thank you for your feedback!
-18-



