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-Introduction- 
�

� Daily life in the 1800’s was far from the life that we have 
today. Many of the simple tasks that we do on a daily basis 
were far more complicated over a hundred years ago. Imag-
ine if you have to make everything that you need. From but-
ter to candles, everything was made from scratch. 
  
 This kit allows students to have a hand on experience, 
while learning about how daily household tasks were done 
in a previous time. It includes a candle mold, cast-iron ket-
tle, pewter plate and spoon, flat iron, trivet, bootjack, stone-
ware jug, wooded toy top, curling iron, and a button hook. 
All of these objects range from various dates, all within the 
19th century.  
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The Care of School Resource Kits 
 
 
 
Each School Resource Kit is comprised of authentic, historic artifacts and modern reproductions.  
Nevertheless, every item in a kit is meant to be handled or touched, unless it is sealed in plastic.   
 
 
There are a few “rules-of-thumb” when it comes to using and caring for a School Resource Kit.   
 
 
Allow people to touch the objects and pass them around, but remind them that some items are deli-
cate and may break if they are not careful. 

 
 

If an item is in plastic, please leave it in the plastic.  But let students pass the plastic package around 
to closely inspect the item. 
 
 
There are some items in certain kits that may be considered weapons in your school; be aware of 
your school’s policy regarding weapons and take appropriate action (i.e. inform the principal, leave it 
at home). 
 
 
Remind students that these items have been specially chosen for “hands on.”  In any museum, 
items on display should never be touched unless a museum staff member invites you to touch them. 
 
 
If an item is damaged, please gather all the pieces into a plastic bag and return it with the kit. 
 
 
If you find an item is missing or is damaged, please inform the museum’s student staff when you re-
turn the kit. 
 
 
Why do we ask you not to touch?  The oils, dirt and moisture from your fingertips can stain textiles 
and etch metals, permanently changing them.  One touch may not seem like much, but hundreds of 
touches in a year can wear a hole in a cotton dress or a notch in a wooden axe handle. 
 
 
Ask students to look closely at the materials used to make these historic objects; look at their colors 
and decorations; feel how light or heavy they are; are they made by hand or machine; would they 
have been used by adults or children, women or men?  How would these things be made today?  
Would we even have use of these items today? 
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Michigan Educational Standards 
 

The use of this loan kit falls within the criteria of Michigan’s  
Educational Standards.  

 
 
 
Social Studies  
Strand I—Historical Perspective 
 
Standard 1.1: Time and Chronology 
“All students will sequence chronologically the following eras of American History and key events 
within these eras in order to examine relationships and to explain cause and effect…”  
 
This particular loan kit involves the time periods ranging from 1830 to 1890. Students can see 
how these objects have developed and changed throughout time.  
 
 
Standard 1.2: Comprehending the Past 
“All students will understand narratives about major eras of American and World History by identi-
fying the people involved, describing the setting, and sequencing the events.” 
 
This standard can be used with this loan kit by learning about the people that used these artifacts 
from autobiographical and biographical statements, learning about inventions that were depended 
on, and creating a timeline for the development of these inventions that have adapted to what 
they are today. 
 
 
Standard 1.3: Analyzing and Interpreting the Past 
“All students will reconstruct the past by comparing interpretations written by others from a variety 
of perspectives and creating narratives from evidence.” 
�
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Artifacts 

Candle Mold (H68.177) 
 
 The earliest candles were made with a lengthy 
process called dipping. Long bare wicks were dipped into 
a pot of hot wax, then dipped in cool water to harden the 
wax. The process was repeated over and over until the 
desired size was obtained.  
 During the 1400’s a candle mold appeared, making 
the process much easier. Candle molds are made to 
make anywhere from two to twelve candles at a time. 
First, the wicks would be drawn though the mold and held 
in place, typically by a block of wood, and then wax was 
poured into the mold. Typically, the wax was made with 
animal tallow with beeswax used as a hardening agent. 
After it cooled, the candles were removed from the mold 
and ready for use.  
 This candle mold is from 1865, and is meant to 
make up to 12 candles at once.  

Before the use of a candle mold, the task of 
making candles was a complicated process. 

The creation of the candle mold made candle making faster and more efficient. 

Discussion Questions 
 
1. Has anyone ever made a 
candle before? Describe. 
 
2. What types of things were 
candles used for during this 
time? 
 
3. Why do you think people 
had to make their own can-
dles? 
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Cast-Iron Kettle (H77.175) 
 
� This kettle was typical cooking vessel 
used in pioneer homes. For open hearth cook-
ing, it would be suspended from a crane in the 
fireplace and swung over the fire, much like 
the one pictured below. 
 
� �
�

� Cast– iron kettles could also be used in an out-
door fire like the illustration shows. Using a tripod ea-
sel, the kettle could be suspended in the air, directly 
over the center of the fire.   
 
� �
�
� �
� �

Cast Iron kettles were 
used to heat meals di-
rectly in the fireplace 

� Kettles were used to prepare many 
of the staple foods that we still eat today. 
Soups and Stews were most common, 
however, eggs, meat, vegetables, and 
many other foods could be prepared using 
a cast-iron kettle as well.  

Discussion Questions 
 
1. What other foods do you think a cast– 
iron kettle could cook over a fire? 
 
2. Has anybody ever eaten a complete 
meal cooked on an easel type set up over 
a fire like this? 
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Pewter Plate and 
Spoon (H69.3a-b) 
�
� Pewter was a metal commonly 
used by pioneer families.  Pewter is a 
very pliable metal, making it easy to 
make and inexpensive. It was some-
times referred to as the poor mans 
metal, because of this. In addition to be-
ing less expensive and easy to work 
with, pewter was also durable, making it 
the best candidate for pioneer families 
to own. It could be made into a variety 
of designs and styles, from the ex-
tremely elaborate, to the plain and sim-
ple���

� ��� This plate and spoon were brought to Michigan in the late 
1830’s by the Morrill family, who immigrated from New York 
State. Amanda Morrill’s initials appear on the bottom of the 
plate.  

This is an example of an 
elaborate English pewter 
plate. 

This is an elegant 19th century pewter serving set.  

Pewter was also used to make any-
thing from keys, candle holders. 
And even elaborate jewelry��

Discussion Questions 
 
1. Does anyone own something 
made from pewter? What is it? How 
durable or heavy is it? 
 
2. What other types of materials 
could objects like these be made out 
of (i.e. gold, silver, bronze)? 
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Flat Iron (H69.337) 
 
 Flat irons were used in a similar way 
to those of today.  The heated tool is used to 
smooth out fabrics and garments that have 
wrinkles. The preparation for such a use is 
to set the iron in the hot coals in the fire-
place and allow it to heat up, as oppose to 
electricity which is used for today’s irons. It 
would be too hot to use with bear hands, so 
a pot holder or thick fabric was necessary 
for its use. Typically, there would be many of 
these irons and they would be alternated, 
because they cooled off so fast.   
 Some flatirons had a removable ele-
ment that would get placed in the coals instead of the 
entire iron. This prevented the handle from being too 

hot for bare hands and 
eliminated the use of pot 
holders in many cases. 
 At the same time 
that irons were heated up 
by placing on hot coals or 
the stove top, different 
methods of keeping flat 
irons hot were being 
used. Charcoal Irons had 

a hinged lid and a larger 
base. The base would be 
filled with smoldering 
coals, which would keep 
the metal hotter for a 
longer period, resulting in 
no need to have more 
than one. Pictured above 
is an example of a charcoal iron. 

This flatiron from 1870 
was placed on a stove 
top or in hot coals to 
heat up before use. 

This 19th century woman is pictured using a flatiron to 
smooth smaller garments. Notice the trivet to her right. 

Discussion Questions 
 
1.  How was ironing different in the 1800’s from 
ironing today? 
 
2. What are the different characteristics of an 
electric iron? How do they differ from those of 
modern day ironing? 
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Trivet (H69.282) 
 
After the advent of the wood stove, which re-
placed the open hearth for cooking, the princi-
ple use for trivets was the support of flat irons; 
thus most flat iron trivets mimic the spade-
shaped outline of the popular flat-iron. Trivets 
protected table surfaces from burning and 
provided the person ironing a rest, because 
flatirons during this time were heavy. 
 Trivets came in many styles. Some 
were elevated for extra 
surface protection. This 
increased the distance 
between the table sur-
face and the hot iron. 
Some trivets even had 
handles. Like the one 
pictured to the left. 

Bootjack (H68.303) 
 
A Boot Jack is a small tool which aids in the 
removal of boots. It consists of a U-shaped 
mouth which grips the heel of the boot, and a 
flat area to which weight can be applied. To 
operate it, the user places the heel of the 
boot in the mouth of the jack, stands on the 
back of the device with the other foot, and 
pulls his foot free of the front boot. The proc-
ess is then repeated until both boots are re-
moved. 
 Bootjacks aide in the removal of boots 
and shoes that may be covered in mud, ma-
nure, snow, or any other substance. They 
prevent the user from having direct contact 
with that substance.  
 Bootjacks are still used today, mostly 
on farms. Although, in most cases, the styles 
has changed. Today, bootjacks can be made 
out of a variety of materials, including metal, 
wood, or even plastic 

This bootjack was homemade in 1890. 

This picture 
demonstrates 
how a boot-
jack is used��
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Jug (H68.36) 
 
Stoneware jugs were essential in a 19th cen-
tury household. Stoneware was as exception-
ally strong and non-porous material. It was an 
ideal way to store liquids, were easy to make 
or purchase, and came in many sizes from one 
pint to as large as 25 gallons.  
 Stoneware was made in many different 
styles and colors, from the elaborate designs 

that are full of 
color and made 
for decorative pur-
poses to the plain 
and simple for practical pur-
poses. Today, stoneware jugs 
are still being made for decora-
tive purposes and also still re-
main as antiques.  
�
� �
 

This stoneware jug was 
used to carry liquids. It was 
found on Calvin Coolidge’s 
farm and is believed to be 
over 100 years old. 

     A History of Stoneware Jugs    

               There was little stoneware available for sale until the 
early 1800s because the clays used in its production were not 
readily available in many areas and transportation was prohibi-
tively expensive. The opening of the Erie Canal and improve 
roads brought about a dramatic increase in the accessibility of 
stoneware clay, and many new potteries began to open in New 
York and New England. After the Civil War there was a need and 
a national demand for stoneware jugs, crocks, canning jars, 
churns, spittoons, and a wide variety of other pottery items��

Discussion Questions 
 
1.  Does your family or some-
one you know own a stone-
ware jug like this? How big is 
it? What does it look like? 
 
2. Why do you think we don't 
use jugs like this for practical 
purposes anymore? 
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Wooden Toy Top (H72.976) 
 
Children had simple toys and games, made out 
of any available materials. For example, peb-
bles, rope, wood, and scraps of other various 
materials were commonly made into toys. Many 
of the games and toys used by pioneer children 
are used to this day, including; Jump ropes, 
checkers, spinning tops, dolls, tag, hopscotch, 
cards, etc.  

This wooden toy top was made in 1875. 

 Most toys for children of the 19th century had home-
made toys. Wealthier families could afford to purchase toys or 
have them imported from Europe. The majority of children, 
however, had to be creative, use their imagination, and utilize 
what materials were given to them.  

This rocking horse would be a toy a child from a wealthy 
family would own. Focus on the many details that this toy 

has. 

Homemade dolls, like this 
one, were very common 
among young girls of this 
time. 

The object of this 
game was to catch 
the ball in the cup. 
This was also very 
common among 
many children. 

Discussion Questions 
 
1. How do these toys differ from the toys 
children play with today? 
 
2. Has anyone had to make their own toy 
before? 
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Butter Paddle (H69.193) 
 
Butter paddles were used for working 
excess milk out of churned butter or for 
scooping butter out of the churn. Churn-
ing butter during this time was a compli-
cated task. It consisted of a tall, narrow, 
nearly cylindrical stone or wood tub fitted 
with a wooden cover. The cream was 
agitated by a hand– operated vertical 
wooden plunger, stave, or dash. .  

How was butter made? 
 
 The production of butter was a rather 
easy process, however, it was very time con-
suming and took a lot of energy. 
 The first step would be to take the milk 
directly from the cow after you milk it and let 
it settle in a shallow dish so that the cream 
would rise to the top to be scraped off. Mov-
ing the cream constantly separates the yel-
low fat from the buttermilk. This is called 
churning and it is what creates the butter.  
 There are many methods to churning 
the butter. The most common were called 
plunge churning and barrel churning. Plunge 
churning consists of stick called a dasher or, 
a churn dash, moving up and down in an up-
right container, usually wood or earthenware. 
The other common method, barrel churning, 
includes a barrel shaped container. The 
whole container is turned over and over till 

the yellow fat and buttermilk 
are separated. Some of the 
containers were more of a 
square shape and are called 
box churns. 

This woman is making butter using the plunge 
churning method. 

This device, called a 
barrel churn, was 
used to make butter. 

This butter paddle was hand carved in 1860. 

Discussion Question 
 
1. Has anyone ever tried 
homemade butter? How 
did it taste?   What is the 
difference between 
homemade and store 
bought butter? 
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Curling Iron 
(H69.193) 
 
Curling irons can be traced back to 
the late 19th century when a French 
inventor, Marcel Grateau, created a 
method of styling hair into curls us-
ing heated rods. Curling Irons today 
have come a long way. Although 
they were used in the same way, the 

method in which they were heated up was far different.  Instead of elec-
tricity, earlier curling irons were heated by placing them on the stove or near a fire. These earlier 
curling irons worked best on wet hair. Upon closing, the curling iron would dry the hair,  resulting 
in a curl. This curling iron is from 1885. 

Buttonhook (H69.269) 
 
Buttonhooks were used to button and unbut-
ton clothing and high-buttoned shoes. The 
curved end of the buttonhook was placed 
through the button hole of the garment and 
then hooked around the button. It was then 
pulled through the button hole, resulting in 
an easily fastened button. Button hooks 
were made in a variety of ways, from the 
very elaborate, which would consist of pre-
cious materials, such as gold or silver 

(pictured below), to the plain and simple. The buttonhook included in 
this school resource kit has a handle made out of French ivory and was 
made in 1890.  

Some button hooks 
were made out of 
precious metals and 
made with elaborate 
designs. 

Using a button 
hook would aid 
in the fastening 
of buttons on a 
pair of boots 
like these. 

Discussion Question 
 
1. What is the difference between this curling iron 

and those of today? 
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Games: This is a list of games that children during the 19th century would do for fun. 

Blind Man's Bluff - One person is blindfolded and other players form a circle around him/her. The 
blindfolded person is turned around a few times then let go to catch one of the players. There are dif-
ferent ways to play the game. One way is that the blindfolded player has to guess who they have 
caught.  
 
Hot and cold - One person (it) leaves the room while the others hide a button (or some other object). 
When "it" returns he/she has to try and find the button. The others give hints by saying "warm, 
warmer, hot, or cold, colder, etc."  
 
Simon says - Players face the leader and must do what the leader says. If the leader says "Simon 
says, Thumbs up" and puts up his thumbs, then the players must do the same thing. The leader calls 
out and does other actions like "Simon says hop on one foot" or "Simon says touch your toes ", etc. 
But if the leader does not say the words "Simon says" and just says "jump up and down" the players 
should do nothing. Anyone who is tricked by the leader has to become the next leader. �
�
�

Supplemental Activities 
 
 
Some related activities that will help increase the understanding of this time period are listed below.  
 
 
 

Candle Making: 
 
Children can create there own candles using hot wax and wick. You will need wax, water, and can-
dle wick. Give each student a piece of wick and have them dip it in the pans, alternating between the 
wax and the cold water until desired thickness is obtained. This activity is meant for grades 4 and up 
and is to be done with great caution and under direct supervision.  
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Credits 

This School Resource Kit was created by: 
Samantha Avery 
 
 
We acknowledge the use of materials from the following sources: 
 
www.thepotteries.org  
 
www.dargate.com  
 
www.allposters.com  
 
Every effort has been made to find and credit the sources of information, including copyrighted ma-
terials, used in this publication.  If a source has been inadvertently omitted, please contact the Mu-
seum of Cultural and Natural History.  Any oversights will be remedied in subsequent printings.  
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School Resource Kit Evaluation Form 
Name of Kit:          
 
Kit Use: 
___ Mid Tier Lesson 
___ Student Teaching 
___ Elementary Classroom (Grade Level   ) 
___ College Classroom Presentation (Class Number    ) 
___ High School Classroom (Subject Area    ) 
___ Other (        ) 
 
 
1.   Did the kit meet your needs?  Yes ___;  No ___;  Comments:      
              
               
 
2.  Was the kit easy to use and understand?  Yes ___;  No ___;  Comments:    
              
               
 
3. Is there anything not included in this kit that would be useful?  Yes ___; No ___; 
Comments:              
               
 
4. Was the printed guide easy to use and understand?  Yes ___;  No ___;   
Comments:              
               
 
5.   Was the kit in good condition?  Yes ___;  No ___;  Comments:      
               
 
6.   Would you use this kit again?  Yes ___;  No ___;  Comments:      
               
 
7.   Would you recommend this kit to a colleague?  Yes ___;  No ___;  Comments:   
               
 
8. Is there a topic that you would suggest we develop a loan kit for?  If yes, please  
include your suggestions:            
              
              
               
               
 
 

Thank you for your feedback! 


